
Sanskrit pronunciation glossary
Throughout the course Sanskrit words are written as they sound. However, there is a
technical way of writing Sanskrit in English script, which clarifies the emphasis of
accent. Here is a list of the Sanskrit words used throughout the course with the correct
accents included.

A note on the transliteration and pronunciation of the sounds:
Diacritical'marks have been used only to show the correct pronunciation of the Sanskrit
words. They have not been done according to convention i.e. compound words have not
been broken according to convention and the rules of Sandhi (word-junctions within the
compounds) have not been systematically observed. In this respect the transliterations
should not be copied from this work, or be used for any other purpose other than learning
the correct pronunciation of the word. .

The following list gives the reader an indication for correct pronunciation of Sanskrit,
which contains both long and short vowels; glottal, palatal, retroflex, dental and labial
stops all of which can be aspirated, un-aspirated, voiced, or unvoiced. The following
table lists the primary sounds according to: where they are pronounced in the throat and
mouth; whether they are voiced, unvoiced, aspirated and unaspirated in the relative
combinations; and length of the vowels viz., short, or long. The table is to be read both
down and across i.e. 'ka' is a glottal stop, pronounced in the throat, it is unvoiced and
unaspirated; 'bha' is a labial stop, pronounced at the lips, it is both voiced and aspirated.

Consonants:

Consonants have an inherent a for pronunciation

Place of Throat Soft Palate Hard Palate Back Teeth Lips
Utterance
Name Glottal Palatal Retroflex Dental Labial
Unvoiced, ka ca !a ta pa
unaspirated cricket charaka

Unvoiced, kha cha !ha tha pha
aspirated

Voiced, ga ja c;la da ba
unaspirated
Voiced, gha jha c;lha dha bha
Aspirated
Voiced, ila na a na ma
nasal ink inch conundrum nut
Semi-vowels ya ra la va

Sibilants, sa a sa
unvoiced sham shnapps satisfaction
Aspirate ha



Primary Vowels
Vowels are pronounced short, or long (double the length of the short)
Voiced

mahamrtyuiijaya-mantram

Om tryambakam yajamahe
sugandhim pu~!ivardhanam
urvarukam iva bandhanad

mrtyor muk~Iya mamrtat

Sanskrit
abhi~yandin
agni
ahara
ahara rasa
ajIl1).a
akasa
aIocakapitta
ama
amalakI
amapacana
amasaya
ambuvahasrotas
amla
annavahasrotas
antara marga
anupana
ap
apanak~etra
apana vayu
ari~!a
afJuna
arka
artha
arogya

asatmya indriya artha
sal11yoga
asava

asaya
asoka

a~!anga hridaya sal11hita
a~!asthanaparik~a
asthi

asthi dhatu agni
asvagandha
artavavahasrotas
atharva veda
atman

avalambakakapha
avaleha

avidya
avipattikara cfir~a
ayurveda
bhavaprakasa niga~!u
bhedanlya
bhodaka kapha
bhrajaka pitta
bhpigraja
bhfitagni
bibhitakI

brl11ha~a
bfl11ha~Iya
brahmI

brhad trayI
buddhi
cakra
cakradatta

cakrapa~i
cakrapa~idatta
caraka

caraka saI11hita
caraka saI11hita
indriyasthana
caraka saI11hita
sfitrasthana

chaya
chedana

chyavanaprasa
cikitsa

cikitsa sal11graha
citta

cfil1).a
dasamiila
dhamanI

dhanvantari nigha~!u

a a, as in aromatic au au, as in taunt
a aa, as in father e e, as in excellent
1 i, as in thin al ai, as in aisle
I ee, as in bleed u u, as in flute
r ri, as in thrill fi 00, as in food
0 0, as in poke



dharma
dhatu

dhatu agpi
dIpana
dIpanIya
dosa

do~a pralqti
do~a pratyanIka
do~a vilqti
dii~al).atva
dravyagul).a
dravyaguI}.asaI!1graha
dravyaguI}.asastra
dravya(s)
dr~!i
gandha
gok~iira
grahal).I
grahI
gu<;liicI
guggulu
gUl).a(s)
guru
gurmar
harItakI

ha!ha yoga
ha!ha yoga pradIpika
hima

hifigva~!aka
hrdaya
indra

jala
ja!amaI!1sI
ja!haragni
jIvanIya
jvara
kala
kala
kalka
kama

kal).!hya
kapalabhatI
kapha
kapha do~a
kapikacchu
karma

ka~aya
ka~aya kalpana
ka!hil).a
ka!u
kayacikitsa
kesika

khala-kapota
khara

khica<;lI
kigapaka
kledaka kapha
kloma

ko~!ha
kriira ko~!ha
lqmighna
k~Ira dadhi
kumarI

ku~!ha
kutki
kvatha

laghu
laghu trayI
laval).a
lekhanIya
madhava nidana
madhuka
madhura

madhyama marga
mahatikta

maJJa
mala

maI!1sa
manas

manas prakrti
manovahasrotas

mal).<;la
mandagni
mafiji~!a
manusmrti
marman
medas
meda dhatu

mitya ahara vihara
mok~a
mrdu
mrdu do~a

miitra
miitravahasrotas
miitravirecana
na<;lI
nasya
naulI

nighal).!uratnakara
nirama

niramakapha
ojas
pacaka pitta
pacana

.paficakarma
paficamahabhiita
pafichatikta ghrta
pafica vayu
phala
phal).!a
pippalI
pippalI vardhaman
pippalyadivarga
pitta
pitta do~a
pittapralqti
prabhava
prajfiaparadha
prakopa
prakopa do~a
pralqti
pralqtyarambhakatva
pramal).a
pral).a
pral).ayama
pral).avahasrotas
pral).avayu
pral).ayama
PrthvI
puri~a
puri~avahasrotas
puru~a
raga
rajas
rakta dhatu

raktamok~al).a
raktasodhana

rafijaka pitta



rasa
rasa dhatu

rasayana.
rasa-rakta
rasasastra
recana

rg veda
rfik~a
sabda

~a!darsana
sadhaka pitta
sadhya
sarna

sarna kapha
sarnana

sarnana vayu
sarna pitta
sarna vata

sal11khyakarika
sal11khya-yoga
sal11prapti
sandhanlya
sapta dhatu
sara
sanra
sanrasthana
sariva

sfuilgadhara
sfuilgadhara sal11hita
sarpagandha
Sarve 'pi roga
rnandagnihetaval:1
satavarI

~a!karma
satrnya
sattva
sira

sira
slta
slakgla
sle~akakapha
snehana
snigdha
sodhana
soma
sparsa
srarnal).a( s)

sral11sana
srotas
srotorodha

stanyavahasrotas
sthanasal11sraya
sthira
sthfila
sukra
sukra dhatu

sfik~rna
sfirya
susruta

susruta sal11hita
sfitrasthana
svarasa
sveda
svedavahasrotas
tarnas

tarpakakapha
tattva

tejas
tIk~l).a
tIk~l).agni
trido~a
trika!u
tikta

triphaIa

tulsI
tvac

udana vayu
upadhatu
upaya
u~l).a
va
vaca

vagbha!a
vaidya
vajikaral).a
varnana

.varga
vata

vata do~a
vayu
veda(s)
vegavirodha
virecana

vilq1i
vilq1i do~a
vipaka
virecana

vlrya
vi~arnagni
vyana vayu
vyavayi
vyayarna
yalq1
yapya
ya~!Irnadhu
yoga
yogaratnakara
yogavahI
yom


