Sanskrit pronunciation glossary

Throughout the course Sanskrit words are written as they sound. However, there is a
technical way of writing Sanskrit in English script, which clarifies the emphasis of
accent. Here is a list of the Sanskrit words used throughout the course with the correct
accents included.

A note on the transliteration and pronunciation of the sounds:

Diacritical marks have been used only to show the correct pronunciation of the Sanskrit
words. They have not been done according to convention i.e. compound words have not
been broken according to convention and the rules of Sandhi (word-junctions within the
compounds) have not been systematically observed. In this respect the transliterations
should not be copied from this work, or be used for any other purpose other than learning
the correct pronunciation of the word. _

The following list gives the reader an indication for correct pronunciation of Sanskrit,
which contains both long and short vowels; glottal, palatal, retroflex, dental and labial
stops all of which can be aspirated, un-aspirated, voiced, or unvoiced. The following
table lists the primary sounds according to: where they are pronounced in the throat and
mouth; whether they are voiced, unvoiced, aspirated and unaspirated in the relative
combinations; and length of the vowels viz., short, or long. The table is to be read both
down and across i.e. ‘ka’ is a glottal stop, pronounced in the throat, it is unvoiced and
unaspirated; ‘bha’ is a labial stop, pronounced at the lips, it is both voiced and aspirated.

Consonants:
Consonants have an inherent a for pronunciation

Place of Throat | Soft Palate | Hard Palate | Back Teeth | Lips
Utterance

Name Glottal | Palatal Retroflex Dental Labial
Unvoiced, ka ca ta ta pa
unaspirated | cricket | charaka

Unvoiced, kha cha tha tha pha
aspirated

Voiced, ga ja da da ba
unaspirated

Voiced, gha jha dha dha bha
Aspirated

Voiced, na fla na na ma
nasal ink inch conundrum nut

Semi-vowels ya ra la va
Sibilants, Sa sa sa

unvoiced sham shnapps satisfaction
Aspirate ha




Primary Vowels

Vowels are pronounced short, or long (double the length of the short)

a a, as in aromatic
a aa, as in father

1 i, as in thin

1 ee, as in bleed

r ri, as in thrill

0 0, as in poke

Sanskrit
abhisyandin
agni

ahara

ahara rasa
ajirna

akasa
alocaka pitta
ama

amalaki
dmapacana
amasaya
ambuvahasrotas
amla
annavahasrotas
antara marga
anupana

ap
apanaksetra
apana vayu
arista

arjuna

arka

artha

arogya

au au, as in taunt

e e, as in excellent
ai ai, as in aisle

u u, as in flute

i 00, as in food

mahamrtyufjaya-mantram

Om tryambakam yajamahe
sugandhim pustivardhanam
urvarukam iva bandhanad
mrtyor muksTya mamrtat

asatmya indriya artha
samyoga

asava

asaya

asoka

astanga hridaya samhita
astasthanapariksa
asthi

asthi dhatu agni
asvagandha
artavavahasrotas
atharva veda

atman
avalambakakapha
avaleha

avidya

avipattikara ciirna
ayurveda
bhavaprakasa nigantu
bhedaniya

bhodaka kapha
bhrajaka pitta
bhrngraja

bhatagni

bibhitakt

brmhana
brmhaniya
brahmi

brhad tray1
buddhi

cakra
cakradatta
cakrapani
cakrapanidatta
caraka

caraka samhita
caraka samhita
indriyasthana
caraka samhita
sttrasthana
chaya

chedana
chyavanaprasa
cikitsa

cikitsa samgraha
citta

clrna
dasamila
dhamant

dhanvantari nighantu



dharma
dhatu

dhatu agni
dipana
dipaniya
dosa

dosa prakrti
dosa pratyanika
dosa vikrti
disanatva
dravyaguna
dravyaguna samgraha
dravyaguna $astra
dravya(s)
drsti
gandha
goksiira
grahani
grahi
guduct
guggulu
guna(s)
guru
gurmar
harttaki
hatha yoga
hatha yoga pradipika
hima
hifigvastaka
hrdaya
indra

jala
jatamamsi
jatharagni
jivaniya
jvara

kala

kala

kalka

kama
kanthya
kapalabhatt
kapha
kapha dosa
kapikacchu
karma

kasaya

kasaya kalpana
kathina

katu
kayacikitsa
kesika
khala-kapota
khara

khicadt
kittapaka
kledaka kapha
kloma

kostha

krara kostha
krmighna
ksira dadhi
kumart

kustha

kutki

kvatha

laghu

laghu trayt
lavana
lekhaniya
madhava nidana
madhuka
madhura
madhyama marga
mahatikta
majja

mala

mamsa

manas

manas prakrti
manovahasrotas
manda
mandagni
mafijista
manusmrti
marman
medas

meda dhatu
mitya ahara vihara
moksa

mrdu

mrdu dosa

mitra
mitravahasrotas
mitravirecana
nadi

nasya

nault
nighanturatnakara
nirama
niramakapha
ojas

pacaka pitta
pacana

‘pancakarma

paficamahabhiita
paifichatikta ghrta
pafica vayu
phala

phanta

pippalt

pippalt vardhaman
pippalyadivarga
pitta

pitta dosa
pittaprakrti
prabhava
prajiiaparadha
prakopa
prakopa dosa
prakrti
prakrtyarambhakatva
pramana

prana
pranayama
pranavahasrotas
prana vayu
pranayama
prthvi

purisa
purisavahasrotas
purusa

raga

rajas

rakta dhatu
raktamoksana
raktasodhana
rafijaka pitta



rasa
rasa dhatu
rasayana
rasa-rakta
rasa$astra
recana

rg veda

ruksa

Sabda

sat darSana
sadhaka pitta
sadhya

sama

sama kapha
§amana
samana vayu
sama pitta
sama vata
samkhyakarika
samkhya-yoga
samprapti
sandhaniya
sapta dhatu
sara

§arira
Sartrasthana
sariva
sarngadhara

sarngadhara samhita

sarpagandha
Sarve ’pi roga

mandagnihetavah

Satavari
satkarma
satmya
sattva
§ira

sira

§ita

$laksna
$lesakakapha
snehana
snigdha
Sodhana

soma

sparSa
Sramana(s)
sramsana
srotas
srotorodha
stanyavahasrotas
sthanasamsraya
sthira

sthila

Sukra

Sukra dhatu
sitksma

strya

susruta

susruta samhita
siitrasthana
svarasa

sveda
svedavahasrotas
tamas
tarpakakapha
tattva

tejas

tiksna
tiksnagni
tridosa

trikatu

tikta

triphala

tulst

tvac
udana vayu
upadhatu
upaya
usna

va

vaca
vagbhata
vaidya
vajikarana
vamana

varga

vata

vata dosa
vayu
veda(s)
vegavirodha
virecana
vikrti

vikrti dosa
vipaka
virecana
virya
visamagni
vyana vayu
vyavayi
vyayama
yakrt
yapya
yastimadhu
yoga
yogaratnakara
yogavahi
yoni



